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TEFs and Sandboxes:
Powering Al Innovation in European
Industry

Livio RUBINO

Legal and Policy Officer

Al Office /| EC DG CNECT

Artificial Intelligence Innovation and Policy Coordination

Email: livio.RUBINO@ec.europa.eu
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Main features:

A Controlled framework to develop, train, validate and test innovative Al systems
A Set up by competent authorities

A Aim to foster innovation, regulatory learning, and facilitate access to market

A EU level coordinating and supporting role (the Commission and the Al Board)

Al regulatory sandboxes should foster Al innovation and, where appropriate, connect
(prospective) providers, in particular SMEs and start-ups, with relevant Al ecosystem actors
and value-adding services, such as Testing and Experimentation Facilities and European
Digital Innovation Hubs
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EUSAIR

BRIDGING INNOVATION AND
COMPLIANCE IN Al
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EUSAIR is a Coordination and Support Action under the Digital Europe Programme

The project contributes to the work of the Al Office, Member States and their National Competent
Authorities, including support for the Al Board subgroup

EUSAIR has developed guides and support materials for the establishment and operation of Al
regulatory sandboxes, as well as modes for ecosystem cooperation

The project is currently running pilot activities to test these guides and materials, and to gather
recommendations and best practices
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sting and Experimentation Facilities (TEFs)
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4 TEFs specialise in:

A Smart Cities and Communities
A Health
A Agrifood
A

. Presence of TEF
nodes or satellites

Manufacturing

They are spread across multiple locations (named

nodes or satellites), covering 16 EU Member States
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Al-on-Demand Platform Al Skills Academy g e
is a central (online) marketplace attracts talent, upskills and reskills a le I’S Of AI
I\ for Al resources. y students and professionals in the EU. 5 B
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nent Action

Provide tools and Al resources to

are one major point of entry and information for users and providers of Al systems.

The Al Service Desk, collaborating with the network of EDIHs, will answer Al Act related questions.

Redirect stakeholders to support
infrastructure

Al Factories TEFs technical Al requlatory - pr [ SS f rom I_a b
provide necessary help innovative tech infiﬁ::jnil:u?r-: of sandboxes ; SR .
resources (computing, providers bring products & provide a special regime |
skills and services) to from lab to market. and legal guidance for

develop advanced Al testing in real-world
models. conditions.
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Number of Services Requested
Average Service Price

€ 13.70K

Total amount of contracts
signed

TEFo

agrifood

196 (&

Average nr of services per
Contract

2.12
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AI—MATTERS delivers high-valued, resource-intensive, time-
committing services
200+ service contracts (around 60 completed)
average 2-6 months, for a cost of 23,6k€ per service contract (for the
customer)
84% SMEs

10% cross-border context

3. TEF helps tech providers reach out to their
customers and increase their visibility

4. Finally, TEF grows lasting network of similar
companies which may gather efforts to

Wide range of industries : manufacturing , textile, aquaculture, lvestigate challenges
% @D kbR S Check user stories, partners hlghllghts and
LA Hubs Network | newsletter to learn more: https //ai-
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Coordination and Support Action - EUSAIR Project

» The project supports Member States' National Competent Authorities, while engaging with Al providers
and relevant EU initiatives (e.g. EDIHs and TEFs)

» The project focuses on providing frameworks, guidelines, templates, tools, training and conducting
piloTs

Consortium
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CORE SERVICES (EDIH +) A
BUSINESS USE-CASE AND TECHNOLOGY VALIDATION/ROADMAPS (TEFs); Al CROSS-SECTOR EXPERTISE, Al DEEP DIVES,
ANALYSIS AND SIMULATIONS; FINANCING SERVICES AND ROADMAPS, INCLUDING ROI AND ECONOMIC IMPACT CALCULATIONS:
ACCESS TO Al INFRASTRUCTURE, HPC, Al FACTORIES, TEFs (CROSS-BORDER SERVICE DELIVERY) ; TRUSTWORTHY Al (incl. Al ACT
COMPLIANCE) AND ENTRY TO Al REGULATORY SANDBOX /
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Panel: EDIHs and the Al-ready workforce: Al Thematic Working Group #8: Sustainability
skills in SMEs and next steps Studi
udio 211
Gold Hall
Workshop #9: Bridging the Gap - Thematic Working Group #9: Women in Al
Collaborations between EDIHs, SMEs, and EU Studio 215
Al solution providers
Workshop #10: Al in the Public Sector Thematic Working Group #10: Data in
Studio 202 Manufacturing
Haio Studio 206
Workshop #11: Common tools for the EDIHs: 1-1 Match-Making
Al-on-Demand Platform (AloD) and the Eover 205
EDIHs Social Platform (EDIHub) - FULL. .5 y
Workshop #12: Are We Really Ready? Mapping Al
Ethics and Readiness Risks in EDIH Led Technology

Transfer - ALMOST FULL
Studio 204

European
Digital Innovation
Hubs Network




Level +2

Level -1

o

Legend

0 - Glass Entrance via Silver Cube: Registration & Cloakroom

1- Silver Cube Hallway: Infos stands on Al on Demand, Thematic Working Groups, Al Act / DG CNECT A.4
2 - Silver, Delvaux & Magritte Foyer: Coffee & Lunch breaks

3 - Magritte Lounge - Mezzanine: Quiet Lounge

4 - Gold Hall: Main sessions & Parallel sessions (panels)

5 - Rooms 202, 204, 206: Parallel (Workshops / Thematic Working Groups) & Foyer 205: Matchmaking
6 - Rooms 211, 212, 213, 214+216, 215: Parallel sessions (Workshops / Thematic Working Groups)
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Information stands are open during the breaks in the glass hallway

(L+1):
Thematic Working Groups

Al-on-Demand

Meet & greet with the DG CNECT team responsible for the DTA

Match-making
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