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TEFs and Sandboxes:
Powering AI Innovation in European 

LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ

Livio RUBINO

Legal and Policy Officer

AI Office / EC DG CNECT

Artificial Intelligence Innovation and Policy Coordination

Email : livio.RUBINO@ec.europa.eu

mailto:livio.RUBINO@ec.europa.eu
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Main  features :

ÅControlled  framework  to  develop,  train,  validate  and test  innovative  AI systems  

Å Set up by competent  authorities

Å Aim to  foster  innovation,  regulatory  learning,  and facilitate  access to  market  

Å EU level  coordinating  and supporting  role  (the Commission and the AI Board) 

AI regulatory  sandboxes should  foster  AI innovation  and, where  appropriate,  connect  

(prospective)  providers,  in particular  SMEs and start -ups , with  relevant  AI ecosystem  actors  

and value-adding services, such as Testing  and Experimentation  Facilities  and European  

Digital  Innovation  Hubs

;C Regulatory  M[h^\ir_m



EUSAiR is a Coordination  and Support  Action  under the Digital  Europe Programme

Å The project  contributes  to  the work  of  the AI Office,  Member  States  and their  National  Competent  

Authorities , including  support  for  the AI Board  subgroup .

Å EUSAiR has developed guides  and support  materials  for  the establishment  and operation  of  AI 

regulatory  sandboxes, as well  as modes for  ecosystem  cooperation .

Å The project  is currently  running  pilot  activities  to  test  these guides and materials,  and to  gather  

recommendations  and best  practices .

 



Testing and Experimentation Facilities (TEFs)
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4 TEFs specialise in:

Å Smart  Cities and Communities

Å Health

Å Agrifood

Å Manufacturing

They are spread across multiple  locations  (named 

nodes or satellites),  covering 16 EU Member  States



European AI Innovation Ecosystem

Slide 7

Å Key enablers of AI 
Continent Action 
Plan 
implementation

Å Goal to make EU the 
ideal place for 
innovation to 
progress from lab 
to market



Thank you
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AgrifoodTEF and Services to Technology 
Companies

Digital 
Facilities

Physical 
Facilities

Digital 
Facilities

Physical 
Facilities

TEF CustomerɅs 
Own Resources

1. 
Technology

2. 
Compliance

3. 
Business

IMPACT 
ON EU AI 

LANDSCAP
E



AI-MATTERS the Manufacturing TEF
a trustworthy network of partners at your service

12

Network 
coordinator

8  locations
21 partners

слaϵ
(EU/National-
reg-in-kind)

jan 23 - dec 27

4 challenges
50+ topics
140+ services

AI-MATTERS delivers high -valued, resource -intensive, time -
committing services

200+ service contracts (around 60 completed)
average 2 -6 months , for a cost of ноΣсƪϵ ǇŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ contract (for the 

customer)
84% SMEs

10% cross-border context
Wide range of industries : manufacturing , textile, aquaculture, 

automotive

David Servat, EU Affairs Manager 
@CEA list

AI-MATTERS coordination team

Check user stories, partners highlights and 
newsletter to learn  more: https://ai -
matters.eu/user -stories/  

Customer testimonials and lessons learned :
1. TEF offers a unique combination of expertise, 

equipment and strategical capacity to bring a 
solution to the market

2. TEF secures a neutral environment to test 
various solutions to assess the real  value of 
using an AI components  in industrial 
processes 

3. TEF helps tech providers reach out to their 
customers and increase their visibility

4. Finally, TEF grows lasting network of similar 
companies which may gather efforts  to 
investigate challenges

https://ai-matters.eu/user-stories/
https://ai-matters.eu/user-stories/
https://ai-matters.eu/user-stories/
https://ai-matters.eu/user-stories/
https://ai-matters.eu/user-stories/


EUSAiR - EU Regulatory Sandboxes 
for AI

EUSAiR Coordinator

Antonino Rotolo
Professor of AI & Law

Head of Alma AI
University of Bologna, Italy

Affiliate of ICSC, Italy



AI & Robotics Estonia AIRE EDIH
Tallinn, Estonia, Estonia Ωs AI Competence Centre

Evelin Ebruk
Client relations and 

applied AI

SECTOR FOCUS (INDUSTRY BEST PRACTICE & INNOVATION EXPERTISE)

MANUFACTURING 
(INCLUDING 
DEFENCE)

ENERGY ICT, LOGISTICS AGRI

AIRE is strategically focused on the economic impact
and European AI sovereignty ςmapping the journey
to AI adoption

STRATEGIC SOVEREIGN AI UPTAKE FOR EUROPEAN INDUSTRY ςEU LEVEL EXPERTISE 
REPRESENTATION

CORE SERVICES (EDIH +)
BUSINESS USE-CASE AND TECHNOLOGY VALIDATION/ROADMAPS (TEFs); AI CROSS-SECTOR EXPERTISE, AI DEEP DIVES, 

ANALYSIS AND SIMULATIONS; FINANCING SERVICES AND ROADMAPS, INCLUDING ROI AND ECONOMIC IMPACT CALCULATIONS;
ACCESS TO AI INFRASTRUCTURE, HPC, AI FACTORIES, TEFs (CROSS-BORDER SERVICE DELIVERY) ; TRUSTWORTHY AI (incl. AI ACT 

COMPLIANCE) AND ENTRY TO AI REGULATORY SANDBOX

HEALTH

SHARED PLATFORMS, SOFTWARE 
AND TOOLS

Reusable across consortia

INNOVATION PROJECTS
Join consortia

FUNDING PATHWAYS
EDF, Horizon Europe +



EDIH ς SoE InnovAction

Lombardy, Piedmont, Aosta 
Valley, Trentino Alto Adige, 
Campania, and Sardinia

Services to support SMEs in 
the digital and ecological 
transformation , improving 
their business, production 
processes, products, or 
services and becoming 
more competitive

AI, Cybersecurity, HPC, IoT, 
Big data, data analytics, data 
handling

Paola Baruchelli  -  Head of the 
Unit FIDI (Funding and Innovation 

for Digital Industry) at the DI 
Center



AI5innovation ςConsortium , Focus, 
ResultsLocatedin Austria with 18 Partner

Å AI-based digitalization for Human -
centric working environments

Å Automation and flexibility through 
digitalization

Å AI vision systems
Å Data Centric AI Engineering
Å AI-assisted Predictive maintenance 
Å Security & privacy issues in 

digitalization and AI projects

Main Objective: Increase the digital 
maturity of manufacturing
companies

Allocation of resources : 60% Test 
before invest

352
Test before invest (65% with

AI)

From 2022 - 2028

Franz Sümecz, TU Wien
Christian Wögerer, PROFACTOR



EDIH TEF Guidelines

CHECK THEM OUT HERE!



Parallel sessions starting at 14:00

14:00 ς 15:30 Panel: EDIHs and the AI-ready workforce: AI 
skills in SMEs and next steps

Gold Hall

Thematic Working Group  #8: Sustainability

Studio 211

Workshop # 9: Bridging the Gap - 
Collaborations between EDIHs, SMEs, and EU 
AI solution providersStudio 214+216

Thematic Working Group  #9: Women in AI

Studio 215

Workshop #10: AI in the Public Sector

Studio 202

Thematic Working Group  #10: Data in 
Manufacturing
Studio 206

Workshop # 11: Common tools for the EDIHs: 
AI-on-Demand Platform ( AloD) and the 
EDIHs Social Platform ( EDIHub) -  FULLStudio 212

1-1 Match-Making

Foyer 205

Workshop #12: Are We Really Ready? Mapping AI 
Ethics and Readiness Risks in EDIH Led Technology 
Transfer ς ALMOST FULL

Studio 204

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30

14:00 ς 15:30





Find out more or make a match!

Information stands  are open during the breaks in the glass hallway 
(L+1):

Thematic Working Groups

AI-on-Demand

Meet & greet with the DG CNECT team responsible for the DTA

Match -making  in Foyer 205 on Level +2


